FOCUS ON

s What are the different
ways of measuring a
country’s development?

* How does improving the

status of women improve
a country's level of
economic development?
¢ \Why are the mortality
rates of some countries
increasing?

» \What is the relationship
between the levels of
health of populations and
LNeIr economiIc
aevelopment?

What is the impact of

population gr

country’s standard of

= \What role does Canada

play in aiding dey
wnines«

« What problems are

created by the
indebtedness of
developing countries?

e How do we determine
the success of aid
programs in assisting
developing countries?

Counterpoints Issue

® Should Canada link its
foreign aid to human
rights?

(Left) A woman returns from market carrying her
supplies alongside an open sewage drain in Port-au-

Prince, Haiti.

(Right) Shoppers browse at County Arcade, a showcase
pedestrian mall in Leeds, England.

Imagine living with no running water in your one-room
home, being sent to beg on the streets or work long hours
at the age of seven, never knowing if you will go to bed
hungry, and never having the opportunity to learn to read
or write. These are the conditions that millions of people
around the world live in. This gap in living standards
between these people and people living in countries like
Canada could become the most important issue in the

twenty-first century.

Expressing ideas What is your reaction to this contrast
in living conditions?
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Introduction

Each year the Ulilﬁed Nations publishes a Human
Development Report. The feport contains an index
that ranks its member countries according to th 'ek
measures: adult literacy (people whe cin rer:;)e.
life expectancy; and the per capita GDP (GLDP’
or gross domestic product, is the total valL;e of ali
goods and services produced in 3 country in one
year. If you divide this number by the number of
people in the country, you get tﬁe average GDP
per person, or per capita.) For each of the last six
years of the twentieth century, Canada ranked first
overall on the Human Development Index.

The purpose of the U.N. index is to give a
crude indication of different levels of economic

and social development among the countries of

the world. As you can see from Figure 14-1, there
is a huge gap between the ten countries at_thc
bottom of the index and the ten at the top. The
1999 report focussed on this continuing gap be-
tween rich and poor countries, and between rich
and poor people in those countries. It showcc_i that
people in eighty-five countries were worse off than
they were in the 1980s. In more than twenty coun-
tries, life expectancy at birth was still under fifty
years, a full thirty years less than in Canada. Yet
the wealth of the 200 richest people in the
world—over a thousand billion dollars in 1998—
was greater than the combined income of 41 per
cent of the world’s population.

Figure 14-1 Top ten and

Fank  Country Life Expectancy  Adult Literacy GDP Per Capita ritfag
at Birth (Years) Rate (%) ($U.S.) EOSOS Bl CoLpLes]
, N. Human
" Canada 72.0 93.0 22 480 Development Index,
2. Norway 78.1 99.0 24 450 1998.
3 United States 76.7 99.0 29010 Thinking critically
4. Japan 80.0 99.0 24 070 Which two continents
5. Belgium 77.2 99.0 22 750 contain most of the top
6.  Sweden 78.5 99.0 19 790 eeunties? i W”“‘f]“
. continent are all the
7 Australia 78.2 99.0 20210 bottom countries? From
8. Netherlands 779 99.0 21120 what you learned in
9. lceland 79.0 99.0 22 497 Chapter 13, what are the
10. United Kingdom 772 99.0 20 730 charactensncs of the
P birth, death, and infant
mortality rates in the top
165.  Central African Rep. ~ 44.9 42.4 1330 countries and the bottom
166, Mali 53.3 35.5 740 countries? Do you think
167 Ertia 50.8 25.0 820 ‘(hesed three measures
p— are adequate to show
168. Guinea-Bissau 45.0 33.6 861 human development in a
169. Mozambique 452 405 740 country? Explain your
170.  Burundi 42.4 44.6 630 answer.
ol s Burkina Faso 44.4 20.7 1010
172.  Ethiopia 43.3 35.4 510
173.  Niger 48.5 14.3 850
37.2 833, - 410

174.

Sierra Leone
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ATLANTIC
OCEAN

PACIFIC

OCEAN
Ranking
‘ o l'nr.@ B Top 10 countries
[ ] 00003 Canada 0960

oEaA - - . France 0.946

-‘ 0560 Vﬂ.739 . N Norway 0,943
l _ | 0.300-0.443 USA 0.943
e -y Iceland 0.942
[ ] Lessthan0.300 Finland 0842
[ | Data not available Netherlands 0,941

Figure 14-2 The U.N.
Human Development
Index for 1995. The
minimum score is 0;
the maximum, 1.0.

Reading a map

1. Which continents have a majority of
countries in the highest category of
human development? The lowest
category? The 0.500 to 0.949 categories?

2. The world is often described as a
developed North and a developing South.

How does the map support this
description? How does it not?

3. Which continent has the widest range of
countries in all categories? How might

unt for this?

YOU acee

Efforts have been made to close the gap. Still
it continues to grow, despite the efforts of orga-
nizations such as the United Nations, aid from
government agencies, and non-governmental or-
ganizations (NGOs) such as Save the Children
or Oxfam. In this chapter you will explore stan-
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ARCTIC OCEAN

INDIAN
OCEAN

Bottom 10 countries
Gambia 0.291
Mozambique  0.281
Gunea 0277

Japan 0.240
New Zealand 0.933
Sweden 0.936

4. Compare this map with the map of birth
rates in Figure 13-7 (page 323). Write a
short paragraph to summarize the
similarities and differences that you can
see.

5. Compare the list of countries in this 1995
map with the 1998 list in Figure 14-1.
Which countries that appear in the top
ten 1995 list no longer appear in the 1998
list? Which countries appear in 1998 that
did not appear in 19957

dards of living in various developed and develop-
ing countries, and consider the problems in com-
paring standards of living. How and what do we
measure? Why is there such a huge gap between
the wealth of the “have” and “have-not” countries?
What is Canada’s policy with regard to this gap?




The Divided Planet

In 1949, President Truman of the United States
referred to a world of “developed” and “underde-
veloped” nations. By this he meant that some
countries were industrialized, with their people
well-housed, healthy, and educated. Their infra-
structure—such things as transportation and
communications links, electric-power distribu-
tion systems, schools, and hospitals—was well-
developed. The “underdeveloped” countries had
few schools, doctors, and hospitals; roads were
mainly unpaved; there were few railways; few peo-
ple had telephones; and only the cities had elec-
trical power.

For a time, the “developed” countries were
called the First World, and the “underdeveloped
the Third World. The countries between these
two categories were called the Second Wgrld. In
the mid-1970s, the geographical location of coun-
tries in each category led some to refer to the in-
dustrialized countries as the North and the
countries with lower incomes as the South.. Now
the accepted terms are developed countries ifor
the most wealthy countries, newly industrializ-
ing countries for places like Indonesia that are
building up their industries and mfra-structl_ige,
and developing countries for countries that 0
not have a modern infrastructure or many indus-
tries, Most of the countries at the bottom of the

U.N. Human Development Index are in debt to

Figure 14-3 The horn of
plenty represents the
bounty of food that
Canadians enjoy at
Thanksgiving.
Interpreting a cartoon
Discuss why the cartoonist
showed the starving child
on television. Write a
caption suitable for the
cartoon.

the developed nations, and they are now being
called highly indebted poor countries (HIPCs).

Comparing Living Standards

Levels of economic development are hard to mea-
sure accurately. The developed world has ac-
counting systems that can determine such things
as the level of industrialization, value of services,
and exports and imports. It is much harder to
measure these things in developing countries.

What to measure is another problem in try-
ing to compare levels of development. Developing
economies have many people who make goods at
home and trade them in local communities.
Money may not be used in these transactions.
This makes it impossible to measure this output.
This kind of production is not included in the
countries’ accounting systems.

If the wealth of the country is not shared
among the people, the average income figure does
not reflect the standard of living for the majority. In
Saudi Arabia, for example, the average per capita
income is $9000 (U.S.) because of the income
from the sale of oil resources. However, the wealth
from these sales is concentrated in the hands of
a few very wealthy families.

Standards of living are not only measured in
incomes people earn. The quality of life includes
such things as health, levels of nutrition, life ex-
pectancy, literacy, and the status of women and

Chapter 14 ™ Living Standards 343



Figure 14-4 On March 24, 1989,
the fully loaded oil tanker, Exxon
Valdez, hit a reef in Prince William
Sound, Alaska. Forty million litres
of oil was spilled. Over 6000 sea
otters died, as well as over half a
million birds. Over 1600 km of
shoreline was contaminated. Yet,
the accident contributed to a rise
in GDP because of the costs of
clean-up, fees paid to lawyers, and
other income it generated.

Thinking critically How might a
car accident in which people are
critically injured add to the GDP?
How does this example and the
Exxon Valdez accident illustrate
the limitatiuons of GDP as a
measure of quality of life and
standards of living?

Percentage Share of World GDP by Countries

Richest Z20% . 86%

n rich and poor

Figure 14-5 Disparities betwee
countries, 1998.
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g in poverty in Canada
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ent programs and

children. A person livin
has access to health car
e are governm
hat provide a safety net of ser-

most of the poor people

services. Ther
private agencies t
vices that do not exist for
in developing countries. A very poor family in a
city there is likely to live in a dwelling made from
scrap materials with no electricity, sanitation, or
access to safe water. Getting water and basic food-
stuffs may take women many hours of the day.
The people also may be in debt to a local money-
lender whose high interest rates seldom allow
them to pay off the original debt. Figure 14-5
shows some of the economic disparities between
the richest and poorest countries in the world.

Measuring Poverty

Poverty is also measured differently in developed
and developing countries. One measure sets the
absolute poverty line in developing countries at
less than one dollar per person per day. Using this
measure, the World Bank—an international lend"
ing agency—estimates that 1.3 billion people live
below the poverty line. Yet there are people W
earn two, three, or even five dollars a day in these

countries who remain poverty-stricken. Critics ©



the World Bank measuremen prefer to look at
individual countries and determine at what level
people are unable to afford 4 minimum of food,
clothing, shelter, health care. and education ser-
vices. This is closer to the way poverty is mea-
sured in Canada and the United States.

Until recently in Canada, a set income figure
was used to measure poverty. This figure did not
take into account the differences in cost of living
across the country. A 1999 report by the National
Council of Welfare, a federal government agency,
redefined living in poverty as spending more than
56 per cent of a person’s or family’s income on
the necessities of life, such as food, shelter, and
clothing. Using this figure, the report found that
17.2 per cent of Canadians, or 5.1 million people,
lived below the poverty line in 1998. In the United
States, poverty 1s measured against the “cost of a
minimum adequate diet multiplied by three to
allow for other expenses.” In 1998, this translated
into an approximate per capita income of eleven
dollars (U.S.) per day. .

The quality of life also depends on frgedom of
expression, economic freedom, and the right to a
safe and clean environment. For example, advo-
cates for the poor in Canada are free to Promofe
their cause. In some developing countries, Ehe
homeless and the illiterate may be denied the

Figure 14-6 Single-
parent families headed
by females are among
those most likely to
live below the poverty
line in Canada. Others
talling below Statistics
Canada’s low-income
cut-off include the
elderly, particularly
women.

vote, or may be intimidated by government-hired
thugs if they try to improve their conditions. Even
in countries that are recognized as democracies,
the illiterate may have no way of confirming that
their vote is recorded as requested.

1. What is the purpose of the Human Development
Index? How effective is it in highlighting the differ-
ences between rich and poor countries?

2. List a number of characteristics, apart from those
used in the Human Development Index, that would
be common to the top ten countries.

3. What are the limitations of measuring development
in a country by the gross domestic product? What
are the advantages?

4. a) How (s poverty defined in Canada?

b) What difficulties are there in comparing poverty in
Canada with poverty in developing countries?

5. a) How useful do you think the terms developed

and developing are in describing the differences

in standards of living between countries? Explain.

b) Brainstorm with your group to think of other terms
to describe the differences in standards of living
in countries.
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building your skills
Using Scatter Graphs to Compare

Statistics

L Lhen comparing living standards of countries it is
useful to see the relationship between various factors.
For example, the U.N. Human Development Index
(Figure 14-1) shows that there is a relationship between
GDP per capita, life expectancy at birth, and adult liter-
acy rates. Scatter graphs help us to see clearly any re-
lationship between two factors. One set of figures is
plotted on the horizontal axis and the other is set on
the vertical axis.

Life Expectancy GDP per Capita
(years) ($U.S.)
Mexico 72.1 6769
Brazil 66.6 5928
Botswana 51.7 611
Gabon 54.5 3766

Figure 14-7 compares the life expectancy in years
and the real GDP per capita of countries using the 1998
Human Development Index (HDI) figures. It shows that
the top ten countries from the HDI countries with a
high GDP per capita also have a longer life expectancy.
Conversely, there seems to be a relationship between
low GDP per capita and lower life expectancy. Gabon,

a ® USA
1%
= 25 Bé\llorway“ o Japan
= gium o
© Netherlands '{; tﬂlnada
< 20 UK celan
2 20 Australia Sweden
Guinea-Bissau Viciihe
Central African Rep
Burkina Faso Haka
Ethiopia N & Botswana @ 0
= Burundi - N o Gabon  Brazil
| N\ Niger Eritrea

Slera Lene . & o Mali

Figure 14-7 Scatter graph of GDP per capita ($U.S.) and
life expectancy, 1998.
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Botswana, Brazil, and Mexico have been included op

the graph for comparison.

Applying the Skill

Country Secondary School Birth Rate
Enrolment (% female) /1000
Afghanistan 8 52
Australia 86 13
Benin 7 41
Bhutan 2 39
Burkina Faso 6 46
Canada 100 11
Germany 100 9
[taly 82 9
Japan 97 10
Mali 6 47
Mexico 58 24
Mozambique 6 43
Nepal 23 34
Niger 4 48
Pakistan i3 36
Russia 91 10
Sierra Leone 12 46
Somalia 5 52
U.K. 94 12
USA 97 14
Figure 14-8

Making a scatter graph

1. Use the statistics in the table to make a scatter graph
showing the relationship between the two columns
of information.

2. a) Describe the pattern shown on your graph.
b) What relationship between secondary school en-
rolment and birth rates does your graph indicate?
3. a) How would you describe the development level of
countries with low secondary school enrolments?
With high enrolments?

b) What other pairs of factors would show a rela-
tionship that highlights the differences between
developed and developing countries?




The Poverty Trap

[t is estimated that almogg 800 mil|
developing countries are stary
Yet, the world produces enough food to feed al]
six billion people an adequate diet Fm(') mee af
the poor, the problem is not beiné able tgny ;

chase the food that is available. Farmers whglilir_
not own their own land and migrant labourers arz

the first to feel the effects of droughts, crop fail-
ures, or economic downturns, ’

1on people in
Ng or malnourished.

Baby born to
a malnourished
mather

T r ' :
5 Baby's
.~ development ¥
' is slowed

.-|-|.

Figure 14-9 The cycle of poverty.

Thinking critically At what stage do you think
intervention in the poverty cycle would be most
effective? How might remedies applied to
developing countries differ from those applied to
E@l&r“ty in Canada?

B

The Burden of Debt

How did the developing countries get into debt?
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the
World Bank were set up at the close of World War
11 as agencies of the United Nations. They were to
provide loans and development assistance to help
countries improve their standards of living through
economic growth. The World Bank and [IMF en-
couraged governments in developing countries to
engage in megaprojects, such as dam building and
agricultural irrigation, to promote economntic
growth. Many of these initiatives caused envi-
ronmental damage and did not improve the coun-
tries’ economies.

In the 1960s, Western banks were eager to
lend billions of dollars for these projects to newly
independent African countries, which were ex-
porting minerals and agricultural products. Then,
a world economic slowdown led to a collapse in
prices for these commodities, making repayment
of the debts difficult. Also, some of the loaned
money had gone into the overseas bank accounts
of corrupt dictators.

The Western banks and their governments
encouraged the IMF and the World Bank to lend
countries the money they needed to pay off their
debts. The lenders had changed, but the debt re-
mained. Today, African countries alone owe $227
billion. In return for the loans, the IMF told the
debtor countries to restructure their economies
to ensure repayment. The IMF wanted the debtor
governments to agree to encourage foreign in-
vestment, grow cash crops for export, and have
some government services run by private compa-
nies. These measures are called structural ad-
justment programs (SAPs). In the 1980s, a SAP
in Zambia forced the government to stop paying
the subsidy on maize meal (the staple food of most
Zambians), which kept the price lower than the
cost of production. Thousands of unemployed
Zambians, who had lost their jobs, rioted.

Many debtor countries have few natural re-
sources or receive low prices for them on the world
market because there is an oversupply, or their
resources are under the control of foreign multi-
national companies (MNCs). For example,
Ghana, which produces 70 per cent of the world’s
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Kenya: Trapped in Poverty

Kenya is an example of a country where most people
are caught in the cycle of poverty. This East African
country is about 60 per cent of the size of British
Columbia, but in 1999 was estimated to have a popu-
lation of twenty-nine million. Its population had increased
from 5.4 million in 1948 to 28.4 million in 1997. Nearly
one million people are added to its population each year.
Economic opportunities are limited, with education un-
affordable for many, and few jobs, making employment
prospects dim.

Kenya has three main geographic regions. The trop-
ical coast has rainforests and sandy beaches that are
now a destination for tourists from Europe. In the high-
land plateau region there are natural parks with abundant
wildlife that form the basis of a tourist industry. About
one-quarter of the northern interior plateau area is too
dry for farming and has scrub vegetation that is poor
grazing land. Another 37 per cent is tropical grassland,
and is traditionally used by nomadic herders for graz-
ing cattle. The highlands in the west have the one good
farming area in the country, but it represents only about
7 per cent of the land. This area produces tea and cof-
fee for export, as well as cut flowers to sell in Europe.

About 80 per cent of the population make a living
from farming. There is now less food produced per
capita than thirty years ago, partly because of the pop-
ulation increase, and partly because good cropland is
being used to produce cash crops for export.
Unemployment is estimated at 50 per cent. Less than
half the population has access to safe drinking water,
and nearly 30 per cent of children are underweight.
Nearly two-thirds of its population are under eighteen
years of age. Thousands are infected with HIV/AIDS,
yet Kenya must provide basic medical and sanitation

Figure 14-10 Kenya, a country in East Africa.

Reading a map
1. Match each of the photographs above with the
appropriate region on the map.

2. Approximately what percentage of Kenya's land area
is usable for agriculture?
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Total Urban Rural

Popuiation
Canada 29 000 000 77% 22%
Kenya 29 000 000 20% 80%

Figure 14-12 Canada and Kenya; A comparison, 1995-1998.

services from a budget of $2.6 billion (U.S.). The per
capita income is about $340 (U.S.).

Kenyans are leaving the countryside to move 10
shanty towns outside Nairobi, the nation’s capital. Since
1990, about one million people have moved to the cap-
ital. which has industries and is the centre of tourism. In
one of the shanty towns in the Mathare Valley, one-
room shacks made of wood and cardboard are home
to an estimated 400 000 people. The settlement has
one paved road and no electricity, running water, far san-
itation system. People live in a maze of lanes htter.ed
with garbage, which turn into rivers of mud in the rainy
season, The shanty towns provide a pool of cheap

labour for Nairobi.
Since 1978, Daniel

ment as president and head of stat

ernment is widespread. The transie

Arap Moi has run the govern-
e. Corruption in gov-
nts and migrants in

R

Telephones Personal Population
(per 1000) Computers per Doctor
{per 1000}

590 193.0 465

9 0.7 5954

the shanty towns have little influence on the govern-
ment. The new arrivals from the countryside put added
pressure on the few services available. All the prob-
lems facing Kenya are made worse by a crushing debt.

Questions
1. List the principal problems faced by Kenya as a result

of the increasing population.

2. Which two of the factors in Figure 14-12 do you think
most clearly illustrate the differences in develop-
ment between Kenya and Canada? Explain your an-
swer.

3. Make an illustration modelled on the diagram of the
cycle of poverty in Figure 14-9 for people leaving the
countryside in Kenya and moving to Nairobi.

4. What two strategies would you suggest to help
Kenya break out of the cycle of poverty?
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Figure 14-13 World Bank lending by region, 1998.

Thinking critjcally Why do you think the Middle East
and North Africa received little funding?
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must sell the crop to four multinag,,
companies who control the price. Very littlena]
the profit filters back to the Ghanaian fapy, of
This makes it very difficult for farmers to eam t;:r.
money to pay off their debts. ¢
The debt burden of governments in devyel,
tries means they are hard pressed to p-
for services that could improve the stan dardpa
living of their people. Mozambique, - lof
spends ten times more on debt repayments tlI: e,
on health care. As well, many African coup, mz“.
have suffered natural disasters, sl 23 gl devs
oods in Mozambique in 2000, or bm_
like those in Rwanda and Siem;

ing coun

astating fl
tal civil wars
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Figure 14-14 The f’aﬁ:y ds%lebmﬁﬁumﬁéé
classified by the International Monetan ,.
being highly indebted poor countries.




Some lenders haye .
debt. In 1999, an 4 7°‘Lt to reduce the
illlel‘l]iltional Summit to Cance[a'sbreached at an
Ii()n 0{ the $354 b]“ : a out $1 ll bll_

third country (after Uga
fered relief through the Hip
half of l\ﬂ'lozambique's $2.5 bill
tually be wiped out, byt only if
in place some harsh aystepic, »

f HIPC i;;zr:gvzqzasures‘ Critics
enough. For instance, I\/Iozambiqﬁiz I;sltieg}o‘f?ﬁ
amo.mjlt toonlya 15 Per cent reduction in jts debt.
servicing charges.
‘ Canad.a has been in the forefront in calling
t)cz)roz(l)n ;15123 of the debts owed by HIPC. In
2000, eral budget set aside $175 million
for a debt reduction plan. The goal is to reduce
the debt load of highly indebted countries so their
scarce resources can go towards poverty reduc-
tion programs rather than to debt se'r\'icing.
Canada has forgiven all overseas development aid
debt to all the HIPCs except Myanmar, which is
governed by a military dictatorship.

Since 1986, all bilateral aid for development
(assistance from one government to another) has
been in the form of grants, as opposed to loans.
Also, ten Latin American countries have been al-
lowed to repay debts by investing in environmen-
tal and other sustainable development projects in
their own countries.

ACTIVITIES

1. How has the debt burden in developing countries
prevented governments from looking after the basic
needs of their people?

2. How is the HIPC program meant to help the poor-
est developing countries?

3. In a two-column chart, list the reasons for ar.1d against
completely forgiving the debt of developing coun-
tries with the highest debt loads.

4. Write a letter to your member of Par'liament ex-
plaining your point of view on debt forgiveness.

Aagreement. About
10n debt wil] even-
Mozambique puts

The Vulnerable Ones:
Women and Children

The Position of Women

The burden of poverty creates particular hard-
ships for women and children. Many developing
countries have male-dominated societies where
females and children have lower status than men.
Women and children may have no legal rights, or
the legal system may allow them to be treated as
property. Women may even be killed to satisfy a
family’s honour. In some tribal societies, women
and children may have to eat whatever is left after
the men have finished their meals, which can lead
to malnutrition.

A woman in a developing country may have
to work for over twelve hours a day to ensure the
survival of her family (see Figure 14-15). Women
are often left to support the family when men mi-
grate in search of work.

In much of the developing world, the rate of
literacy is lower among women than among men.

Amina’s Day
Activity
Wake up at 5a.m. —
Walk to field with baby on her back 0.5

Plough, plant, hoe until 3 p.m.
(taking meals in the fields) 9.5

Collect firewood and carry it home 1.0

Hours Spent

Pound or grind grain 1.8
Carry water from the well or river 1.5
Tend the fire and cook meal 1.0
Serve food, eat, clean up 1.0

Wash herself, children, and clothes 1.0
Go to bed about 10 p.m. ==

Total 17.0

Figure 14-15 This Zambian woman's day during the
planting season is typical of women in other parts of the
developing world.

Making a graph Group the information into categories
and present it in graph form. How would this workload
prevent a woman from improving her status?
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Education is often a luxury that is restricted to
males. Only one-third of girls in rural India go to
school compared to more than one-half of boys.
The feeling is that education is wasted on girls.
Many families will keep girls at home to look aftgr
the younger children and help with chores until
they are married and move to their husband’s vil-
lage. Cultural tradition dictates that when a
woman is married she is reborn into her husband's
family, so there is an incentive for her to be mar-
ried young.

Demographers agree that economic develop-
ment and the fertility rate of countries are con-
nected. A decline in the number of children a
woman has in her lifetime frees her to improve
her lot and that of her children. Study after study
shows that better educated women have fewer
children. They tend to marry later and bear chil-
dren later. A World Bank report found that in
places where women do not receive a secondary
education, the average number of children was
seven. When women have secondary school edu-
cation, the figure drops to three. Because they are
literate they have a better understanding of con-
traception, and may be able to resist family pres-
sures to have more children.

Women'’s Literacy Rates

Countries with Countries with
7‘0%—79% of 80%-89% of
women illiterate women illiterate
Angola Afghanistan
Bangladesh Benin
Bhutan Guinea-Bissau
Central African Rep. Nepal
Ethiopia Somalia
Gambia Yemen
Guinea
Liberia
Mali
Mauritania
Mozambique
Pakistan )
Senegal "
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Countries with
90% and over
of women illiterate

Their children are also more likcly.tu SUrviye.
J women know more about the IMPOrtaneg
of immunization, clean water, and.g(md NULTition
A study in Peru showed tha_t the mfant mortality
rate dropped for every year of schooling Fh(’ mother
had. When mothers are sure that their childre,
will survive, they are less likely to have !N&{C‘ fami.
lies. The key to improving the status of womer

Educate

education.

Women in Niger
The African country of Niger, which‘lics almogt
entirely in the Sahara Desert, is one of the worlds
least cllc%veloped countries (see Figure 14-1). The
life expectancy is under forty-n}ne years, literacy i
14 per cent, and 65 per cent of the population sur-
vive on less than $180 a year. A recent drop in the
price of uranium, its only major export, has re-
duced the country’s export earnings. As well, donor
aid has been withheld until the military govern-
ment returns the government to civilian rule.
Niger's women are taking a larger role in the
economy, making pottery, selling firewood, cloth,
and anything else that they can to keep their fam-
ilies from starving. Yet, in a traditional Muslim so-
ciety, they are bound to obey the wishes of their

Figure 14-16 Countries where 70
per cent or more of adult women
are illiterate.

Burkina Faso
Niger

Interpreting statistics Colour
and name these countries on a
world map. Compare your map

with Figure 14-2. What pattern is
evident?

e —— ———————————————
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Figure 14-17 Women in Niger, one of the world's
least developed countries, are forced into the
economy to support their families, yet are still
second-class citizens.

husbands, fathers, brothers, and other male rela-
tives. Polygamy, or the practice of having more
than one wife, is widespread, and the average mar-
rying age for women is fifteen. The average num-
ber of children per woman is 7.4. When Niger
ratified the U.N. convention on women's rights,
there was criticism of those who supported this
measure. Niger is an extreme example of the sit-
uation for women in many developing countries.

Children in Crisis

Children are often the first victims of underde-
velopment. Famine, disease, war, and a host of
other problems prey on society’s most vu!nergble
dependents. Even if they survive the critical flrst
five years, children in some developing nations
have few educational opportunities and are all too
often exploited as child labour. Some are even

R

trapped in the sex-trade. The high birth rates in
many developing areas ensure that this problem
will remain with us into the future.

Since 1990, the United Nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF) has published an annpal
Progress of Nations Report (PNR) on the welfare
of children. The PNR launched the twenty-first
century with a new child-risk index that measures
the risk of children in countries worldwide on a
scale of zero to 100. The measure is based on five
factors: the mortality rates of children under the
age of five, the percentage of children who are
moderately or severely underweight, numbers of
children who do not attend primary school, risks
from armed conflict, and risks from the disease
HIV/AIDS.

Canada, the United States, Australia, Japan,
and other highly developed nations had risk scores
of five or below—differences that are of no con-
sequence, according to UNICEF. Africa is the
continent where children face the greatest risks.
Africa’s average score was sixty-one, compared to
Europe’s average of six, and the world average of
thirty.

Top Ten Countries for Child Risk

Country Rating
1. Angola 96
2. Sierra Leone 95
3. Afghanistan , 94
4. Somalia 92
5, Ethiopia 85
6. Guinea-Bissau 80
7. Niger 76
8. Democratic Rep. of Congo 76
9. Burundi 74

10. Eritrea 74

Figure 14-18 These are the ten countries in which
children are at greatest risk, according to UNICEF's Child-
Risk Index.

Interpreting statistics Based on what you learned in
Chapter 13 about how census figures are collected, how
accurate do you think these figures are? Explain your
answer.
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oh Aboriginal Reserves

The United Nations General Assembly declared 1995
to 2004 the International decade of the World's
Indigenous People. The aim was to address the problem
of widespread poverty among many of these people
around the world, including in Canada.

People in First Nations communities such as British
Columbia’s Sechelt Band have a good standard of liv-
ing, but on too many reserves people must deal with
problems that would challenge the resources of much
more prosperous communities. High rates of infant mor-
tality, substandard housing, few social services, and
low life expectancy create conditions closer to those
found in countries associated with the bottom half of
the Human Development Index.

On October 14, 1988, the Winnipeg Free FPress re-
ported on conditions at a reserve in northern Manitoba
that are typical of many reserves:

Poverty beyond imagination—like a shanty town
in Mexico or Sao Paulo, with sometimes ten to fif-
teen people in one shack. The people are condi-

Under-Five Mortality Rate

The principal measure of human development
used by UNICEF is the under-five mortality rate
(USMR). The difference in USMR between de-
veloping and developed countries is widening. In
some African countries the rate is more than fifty
times as high as in the industrialized world. The
link to poverty is clear. More than half of the
under-five deaths in developing countries are due
to malnutrition. Diseases such as measles that
can be controlled by vaccines are often wide-
spread. According to UNICEF, three million chil-
dren die each year of diseases such as
gastroenteritis that are related to poor sanitation
and lack of hygiene and clean water. Diarrhea and
malaria remain important causes of childhood suf-
fering and death in the developing world.
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tioned to live on welfare; more than 70 ponie
don't work. There is no work, apart from 4 it
trappingd and fishing along the Churchill, Ljfg has
improved in recent years thanks to band iitiatiye
and good leadership, but there is still no Work_

People have nothing to do here. Especially th;
young people. Children start drinking as early ag

SiX.

Conditions like this led to the 1996 report of the
Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples. The Repor
found that: “The current state of Aboriginal housing ang
community services poses acute threats to health "
Poor sanitation and water quality, substandard housing
and health care are linked to high levels of infant mor-
tality, infectious diseases, and safety concerns,

The Report warns of a rapidly growing population
straining the resources of Aboriginal communities, It
points out that reserves are too small even to support
existing numbers. Most Aboriginal peoples in Canada
have neither effective control over their existing lands

Children at War

Approximately 540 million children in the world
live in dangerous and unstable situations. Civil
wars, land mines, ethnic cleansing, and other dan-
gers affect children and their mothers in dispro-
portionate numbers.

According to the 1999 Amnesty Internationd
report, In the Firing Line, there were at least
300 000 children and young adults under the age
of eighteen who were actively engaged in thirty-si
armed conflicts around the world, many of them
in Africa. Amnesty International and other humar
rights organizations would like to outlaw the par
ticipation of these young people in armed o™
flict. They would like the U.N. Convention o
the Rights of the Child to disallow military ¥
cruitment before the age of eighteen.

4




Figure 14-19 Residents of the reserve in Davis Inlet,

Labrador, have high unemployment and a low standard
of living.

nor sufficient access to lands and resources outside
their reserves and communities.

These are the issues that Matthew Coon Come
has pledged to address as leader of Canada’s Assembly

of First Nations. He thinks that Aboriginal Canadians
deserve a greater share in the benefits of Canada's nat-
ural resources. He sees this as a way to remove de-
pendence and achieve Aboriginal rights (see Chapter
12). He points out that “If the government of Canada
wishes to continue to stand tall as a member of the in-
ternational community, [it] will have to recognize our
right to share in the wealth of the land.”

Questions
1. In an organizer, compare and contrast conditions on
Canada’s reserves with those in developing countries.

2. a) |dentify solutions that First Nations suggest to
improve conditions and lessen dependence.

b) Brainsorm ways in which the federal government
could support these suggestions. Then develop
three to five detailed suggestions you would send
to the prime minister’s office.

3. a) Investigate the tactics used by Matthew Coon
Come to gain a share of the resources from Hydro
Quebec for the Northern Quebec Cree, of which
he was grand chief for twelve years.

b

—_—

Do you agree with Chief Coon Come that win-
ning a share of natural resources will improve
conditions for most Native Canadians? Explain

Figure 14-20 A fourteen-year-old
soldier for the Sierra Leone Army
patrols a small town during his
country’s violent civil war in 2000. How
voluntary his actions are is not known.
What is certain is that he represents a
loss of innocence, the collapse of order
in his country, and the likelihood of
continued violence in that society.

Expressing ideas What do you think

would cause a fourteen-year-old to risk
death in war?
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Countries that have sixteen-year-old soldiers
in their armies oppose this proposal. Other critics
point out that the African population is generally
younger than eighteen, and that in many tribal
societies a sixteen- or seventeen-year-old is not
considered a child. In wars in Sudan and Somalia,
eleven- and twelve-year-olds have been involved in
battle. The key issue, critics argue, should be
whether the involvement of young people in mil-
itary activity is voluntary or not.

Working Children

In many developing countries, children are work-
ing to help support themselves and their families.
Abandoned children in cities live by their wits,
begging, stealing, or selling sex. In 1996, the
[nternational Labour Organization, an agency of
the United Nations, reported that 250 million
children between the ages of five and fourteen
were working, half of them in full-time jobs.
Nearly 153 million children were working in Asia,
80 million in Africa and 17.5 million in Latin
America. In Asia, child prostitutes number about
one million. The report identified international
sex networks that take Latin American children
and Southern Asian children to Europe and the
Middle East.

There are no labour laws that regulate safety
conditions or the hours that children work. The

Figure 14-21 Young girls and
boys work under scorching sun
to construct this road in Batapur
village, Pakistan.
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Hindustan Times repor'te'd in 1997 that “Ch”dren
are widely employed in re.staur-ants, Canteey,
garages, tanneries, and brick lul]?s where 1he);
work for up to fifteen hours a day, without Jegy,, for
months together. Those work’j‘ng I h”usﬁhold
help are just slightly better off_ |

Craig Kielburger, Canadian activist f, -
rights of children, has recounted his experience
with children forced into bonded labour in 3 ¢,
pet factory in India:

While | was [in Indial, Kailash Satyarthi, a socjg ac.
tivist working to help free children enslaveq i,
bonded labour, led a raid on a carpet factory ip
which twenty-one children were rescued, These
children had been tricked into thinking that they
were going to a training school to learn how to
make carpets. They were even told that they woylg
be paid while learning this trade. Instead, they were
taken to another state far away from their homeg
and forced to work fourteen hours a day for twenty-
five cents a day. They had to give the twenty-five
cents back to the carpet owner in exchange for
one bowl of rice and dal, which is all that they were
fed for the day. One nine-year-old boy, who had
been working at the factory for three years, showed
me a deep scar across the top of his head where
he had been hit with an iron bar by the loom mas-
ter for making a mistake. Another nine-year-oid boy,
Munilal, told me how he would go to bed crying at




night because he misseq his m
couldn’t cry during the day bec
ter would beat him for not do
would speak to his mother i
went to bed.

other so much. He
ause the loom mas-
Ing his work. So he
his dreams when he

1. Explain why women and children are more likely than
men to face hardships in developing countries

2. a) What is the relationship between female

) literac
and reduced birth rates? \

b) Give three reasons why the literacy rate for
women in developing countries is often lower
than that for men,

3. a) Choose five abuses of children in the developing
world. Match them against the list of rights guar-
enteed by the U.N. Convention on the Rights of
the Child on pages 309-310.

b) How effective do you think the Convention on
the Rights of the Child will be in dealing with
some of these abuses? Explain your answer.

4. Design posters, or write announcements or other
forms of communication, that will make others in
your school aware of the conditions under which
children in the developing world often suffer.

R ———SSSSESSEr T

The Health Crisis

Clean Water: A Basic Health
Need

An estimated 1.2 billion people around the world
lack safe water, a figure that is expected to double
by the year 2025. Open water sources are conta-
minated. Rivers that supply water for human use
are also used for washing and disposal of wastes.
Irrigation for agriculture takes the largest share
of water supplies in the developing world, much of
it used for growing crops for export. Many devel-
oping countries in the tropics have a dry season.
The lack of water during this time affects agri-
culture and, ultimately, people’s health. Aid pro-
grams and water subsidies often end up helping
those who can afford to pay, leaving the poor with
the filthiest water and the consequent risks of dis-
ease and death.

The World Health Organization estimatds that
80 per cent of the world's diseases are caused in
some way by contaminated water. It makes an easy
breeding ground for diseases such as cholera, ty
phoid, malaria, leprosy, and bilharzia. Bilharzia is a
widespread waterborne disease in Africa. Parasites
in contaminated water enter the body through

Figure 14-22 The Ganges is
considered a sacred river in India,
a country where 50 to 70 per cent
of people do not have access to a
safe water supply. Here in
Banares, devout Hindus come to
the riverbank daily to bathe, clean
their teeth, and say morning
prayers. The river is also used to
wash clothing, water livestock,
irrigate and drain croplands, and
carry away the cremated remains
of the dead.
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ingestion or cuts, and breed near the liver or blad-
der. Damage to the liver affects the blood and
urine, resulting in loss of energy and anaemia.
Tests of urine samples can detect the disease, and
tablets can cure it quickly. However, such simple
remedies may not be available in poorer countries.

The 1980s was designated the International
Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation Decade.
Although progress was less than anticipated, nearly
L.5 billion people received safe water supplies,
and over 750 million received sanitation facilities
for the first time.

Canada has an enviable safety record in pro-
viding safe water for Canadians. Yet in May 2000,
an E. coli outbreak in Walkerton, Ontario, showed
how the system can fail and result in tragedy for a
small town. The deadly bacteria contaminated
wells supplying municipal water. Over 2000 peo-
ple became ill, and several died.

[he Scourge of Epidemics

Despite advances in medicine, epidemics of tu-
berculosis, sexually transmitted diseases,
HIV/AIDS, and malaria are widespread in the de-
veloping world. These scourges pose a threat to
the health of Canadians and fellow citizens of the
global village. Tuberculosis and malaria, between
them, cause over five million deaths annually
around the world. The 400 million cases of malaria
cause untold suffering and loss of productivity in
tropical countries. Most serious, now and for the
future, is the uncontrolled spread of the AIDS
pandemic.

The HIV/AIDS Pandemic

The virus that causes HIV/AIDS destroys the im-
mune system, which protects the body from dis-
ease. The virus passes from person to person
through sexual acts, through blood transfusions,
from used hypodermic needles, or from mother
to child during birth. There is no cure; even with
the most expensive treatments, death is a cer-
tainty. The latest research traces the origins of
AIDS to a virus that spread from chimpanzees to
humans in west equatorial Africa in about 1930.

In 2000, this pandemic—an epidemic that
occurs over a wide geographic area—was .affecting
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thirty-five million people in the world, Every din
16 000 people become infected worldwide ang
2000 die. UNICEF reported that of the f()urt@en
million people worldwide who have died of Alpg
more than eleven million have been Africang, One:
quarter of them children. At least one-third of al]

people living with HIV/AIDS are betweey the

ages of ten and twenty-four. Developed COUNtries,
such as Canada, have kept their infection Fates
for HIV/AIDS to less than one per cent of the
adult population, but in many sub-Saharan cqyy,

tries the infection rate is out of control (see Figure
14-24).

Figure 14-23 A young girl and her sister
oral polio vaccine during National Immuniz
Zambia. Fifty countries are still not fres of
disease; 100 000 case )
Salk vaccine that prevent

available since 1955,
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HIV/AIDS Infection Rates in Africa

Po
Country (::lpl::::::)n &mz::p“hﬁ""
Zimbabwe 7 a 21§° i
Botswana 155 25
South Africa 433 >
Namibia 1.6 2
Zambia 8.5 19
Swaziland 0.9 18
Malawi 10 15
Mozambigue 18.3 14
Rwanda 5.9 13
Kenya 28.4 12
Central African

Republic 34 11
lvory Coast 14.3 10

Figure 14-24 These countries have the highesf 'numbers
of HIV/AIDS infections in Africa.

Thinking critically VWhat common factors might apply
to most of these countries?

The effect of the pandemic in Africa is being
felt in the structure of populations, as those dying
are often the productive workers. In 2000, there
were at least eight million AIDS orphans in Africa.
In Botswana, life expectancy fell from sixty-one
years to forty-one years in the last decade of the
twentieth century. It is projected to drop to thirty-
nine years by 2010. The long-term effects will be
cultural and economic. Scarce resources will have
to be used to deal with the epidemic, and it is
likely to add to problems of poverty, illiteracy, and
malnutrition.

The international community has been slow to
react to the seriousness of the problem. Even the
70 to 85 per cent reductions in the price of
HIV/AIDS drugs that the major pharmaceutical
companies have promised will be of little help.
Few countries in sub-Saharan Africa have the re-
sources to provide large-scale programs for their in-

fected populations. In some hospitals in South
Africa, AIDS patients occupy 70 per cent of the
beds. Zimbabwe spends half its health care bud-
get on AIDS.

Figure 14-25 Dorika
Gabriel of Tanzania
carries her thirty-year-
old son Joseph, who in
1997 had had AIDS for
ten years. Like many
parents in Africa, she
has to support him and
care for his family.

Thinking critically
What facilities would
Joseph be lacking that a
person with AIDS in
Canada might have
access to?
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Figure 14-26 Major determinants of health in
developing countries.

Thinking critically From what you have learned, identify
the causes and effects that are linked in this web.

Dealing with the problem of HIV/AIDS re-
quires multilateral cooperation of many national
and international agencies. Canada has been one
* of the leaders in the establishment of the Joint
United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS
(UNAIDS). UNAIDS coordinates the work of
such U.N. bodies as UNICEF, UNESCO, WHO,
and the World Bank. It helps countries respond to
HIV/AIDS, and helps health workers so they can
educate people and limit the transmission of the
disease.
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1. Describe three difficulties in providing basic he
care in developing countries.

alth

2. Why should people in the developed worlg be cgn,.
cerned about the health of people in the deVeIOpmg
world?

o

Research one of the diseases caused by contami.
nated water. Write a short report explaining what
causes the disease, its effects, and how safer Water
supplies might contain its spread.

4. Predict how the loss of productive workers from the
HIV/AIDS pandemic will affect the future of coun-
tries like Botswana.

Solutions

Since World War I1, the developed world has beep
providing aid to the nations of South America,
Africa, and Asia. A lack of political and economic
stability in most of the newly emerging former
colonies in Asia and Africa made the transition
into independence a difficult one. Foreign aid pro-
grams were chosen as the way to foster develop-
ment in these countries, while at the same time
countering the growing influence of the commu-
nist bloc. As the volume of aid grew, the political
and humanitarian motives of aid donors became
interconnected.

The money spent on aid is still dwarfed by
the amount spent on armaments in the world. In
1998, military spending was estimated to be $780
billion (U.S.), making it the world's largest in-
dustry. The United Nations aid agencies estimate
that a fraction of this total would give universal
access to basic social services in all developing
countries. For $6 billion everyone could have a
basic education, $9 billion would supply water
and sanitation, and $12 billion would ensure re-
productive health for all women. Basic health and
nutrition could be achieved for $13 million.

Foreign Aid

The aid received by developing countries takes 2
number of forms. Multilateral aid is func ed by




4 number of governments, and yeu, lly i
large-scale programs ike dam builctliL:nd y()“'WOIW'S
lateral aid is tied aid given with ¢ g‘d. }_tvcn‘ Bl
t;lL‘le- More than 320 per cent 01‘11 thl()ns'at_
hilateral and multilatery] aid is tied()t (JC‘?nadl'an
purchases. A criticism of Weste o
that they have been tied o, much to the t
system that benefits the industrialized (LJ N t'ra(!e
the expense of the cleveloping wozzld gL
Developing nations receiy :

m aid projects is

various sources. It can l)e:)e;;\e/jfloglgn aid fr(.)m
through international bodiés | 1e : . e
Nmioﬁs, national govern Ay Fhe Poticd

i : g ment agencies such as
thf Canadian International Deve]opmcntAgency
(CIDA), and many non-governmental organiza-
tions (NGOs) representing religious groups, ser-
vice organizations such as Rotary International,
and other non-profit organizations, such as Oxfam.

Many agencies of the United Nations are ded-
icated to improving the living standards of peo-
ple in the developing world. For example,
UNICEF has been in the forefront in fighting io-
dine deficiency disorder, a disease that can cause
mental retardation and stunt growth. The addi-
tion of a few grams of inexpensive iodized table
salt to the daily diet prevents this disorder. In the
early 1980s, more than 60 per cent of primary
school children in Bolivia suffered from iodine
deficiency. In 1996, Canada contributed 88 per
cent of the budget for UNICEF's salt iodization

program in Bolivia.

Canada’s Foreign Aid Program
CIDA distributes aid projects through U.N. agen-
cies, directly to governments, and through NGOs.
It supports foreign aid projects in more than 100
of the poorest countries of the world. Its objec-
tive is to work with people in developing coun-
tries and to develop the tools for them to meet
their own needs eventually. Yet, excluding emer-
gency food aid, it is estimated that le§s .than 20
per cent of Canadian development aid is spent
on meeting basic human needs. M
NGO aid projects often operate at the grasls—
roots level, providing direct assistance to people.
[nitiatives range from well-known, large organi-
zations such as the Red Cross and Doctors with-
out Borders to smaller groups dealing with local

Figure 14-27 This eleven-month-old boy was buried
under rubble for seven hours after an earthquake in
Turkey, August 1999. He was the first patient to be
treated at the Canadian Disaster Assistance
Response team's medical aid station in the town of
Serdivan.

Figure 14-28 The NGO World Vision is helping the
village of Kasanga, Uganda, to build this new
school. When the school is completed, students
will be able to meet in classrooms instead of
under trees,

projects. Often the development assistance of
NGOs has been more effective than the large pro-
jects sponsored by governments, as the aid goes di-
rectly to the people who benefit from the projects.
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XL EL-idpoints

Should Canada Link Its
Foreign Aid to Human
Rights?

Most Canadians would likely agree that the estimated
1.3 billion people living in extreme poverty in the world
should benefit from our foreign aid programs. Yet, many
of these people live under regimes that are regularly
accused of abusing human rights. To what extent should
Canadian aid be tied to the human rights records of gov-
ernments?

Afghanistan, a landlocked country of about twenty-
six million people, is one of the poorest countries in the
world. Late in 1979, Soviet troops invaded the country.
In the subsequent war, between one and two million
Afghans, 90 per cent of them civilians, were killed. Six
million became refugees. The Soviet invaders spread
mines, slaughtered livestock, and committed atrocities
such as rape. The United States supported the resis-
tance fighters against the invaders.

When the troops left in 1989, civil war broke out.
Gradually a group called the Taliban, or Religious
Students Movement, took over two-thirds of the coun-
try. They confiscated all weapons and stopped the civil
war in the areas they controlled.

The Taliban enforced their strict interpretation of
Islamic law. The rules were harshest towards women,
who were not allowed to appear in public without being
covered head to foot in a burgah. They had to stay at
home behind blacked-out windows. The only women
allowed to work were doctors in women'’s hospitals.
While some schooling for girls was tolerated, in 2000
the ban on female education remained in force. Women
found guilty of adultery were stoned to death. Religious
police patrolled the streets. People found guilty of of-
fences such as failing to attend prayers, displaying pho-
tographs of living creatures, or possessing cassettes
or videotapes could be publicly whipped. Thieves faced
public amputation of hands and feet.
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Figure 14-29 Many Afghan women lost their husbands
during the twenty years of war and are without jobs
because of the Taliban government's strict interpretation
of Islamic law. Most widows must rely on donations
from other community members to survive.

A UN. Food and Agricultural Organization report
in June 2000 warned that millions of Afghans had little
or no access to food and that the situation would 0¢
teriorate because of a severe drought. This Compounded
problems in a country that had been ravaged and in



country.
The Universal Declaration of Human Righ

other U.N.-sponsored agreements suc:l'ng et
Converjtio.n of the Elimination oflall For?: thi
Discrimination against Women, cal| for protection o? tr?
political, egal, and social rights of women, CIDA's poj ,
Framework for Women in Development célls for wor:g:
to be involved in planning and delivering aid programs in
countri.es receiving aid. Should Canada insist that
Afghanistan comply with these requirements?

The Case for Denying Aid

Those in favour of denying aid say that it is not enough
for Canada just to support U.N. conventions and for-
mulate policy, such as CIDA's regarding women'’s rights.
The best way to change the practice of these govern-
ments is to deny aid whenever human rights violations
ocour. Also, there is no guarantee that the aid will get to
the poor and underprivileged. In Afghanistan, the aid
may not get to the women who need it.

The Case for Giving Aid

Those opposed to denying aid point out that different
cultures have different interpretations of rights. They
claim the U.N. Declaration of Human Rights represents
a Western view of rights, a view not all framers agreed
on when the declaration was written in 1948. People
must be allowed to follow their own culture's teach-
ing with regard to rights and toleration—including the
treatment of women. Good causes are not made bet-
ter by confusing needs with rights, these critics mai.n-
tain, and change can be brought about more readily
through dialogue.

There are some basic rights that can be agrefed on
by all cultures. According to Canadian au'Fhor M@hael
Ignatieff, the purpose of the U.N- DecIarétlon gf. Rights
was “to put ... racism, sexism, and anti-Semitism for

g upporting
example, under eternal ban. A person supp

i ishment in the
human ri d argue that capital punishmer
i f human rights as

United States is as much an abuse of 7 =
amputation or death by stoning in Afghanistan.

In supporting an increase in Canadian aid to
Afghanistan, Maria Minna, Federal Minister for
International Cooperation, claimed in June 2000 that
working with the Taliban regime had brought [ittle
progress. A Canadian-financed maternal and childcare
centre could help those most in need. The minister con-
demned the Taliban:

... for taking cultural traditions that discriminate
against women to a new and intolerable level by
enforcing them as official policy. However difficult
dialogue is with the Taliban, it is only through dia-
logue that they will consider changes to their re-
strictive and harmful practices.

Analysing the Issue

1. In a two-column organizer, list the reasons for and
against giving aid to countries where the govern-
ment is a dictatorship.

2. Which side of the debate do you support? Explain
your reasons.

3. Do you agree with Ignatieff's list of basic human
rights that could be accepted by all cultures? Explain
your answer. Name other rights that might be added
to the list.

4, \Write a letter to the Minister for International
Cooperation outlining the precautions you would ad-
vise her ministry to take to ensure that Canada's de-
velopment aid gets to poor and needy people.

5. Humanitarian groups have criticized developed coun-
tries for abuses of human rights, such as the dis-
proportionate number of Aboriginal people in
Canadian prisons, and the executions of mentally
handicapped people in the United States. What is
your reaction to the suggestion that Western coun-
tries should not impose standards for human rights
on developing countries until all human rights claims
against themselves have been dealt with? Explain
your answer.
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[n Bangladesh, women—many of them landless
labourers or wives abandoned by husbands—work
on a CARE scheme repairing dirt roads for a three-
year period. A portion of their wages of one dollar
a day is held back and then given to them as a
lump sum to invest. Some women buy engine-
driven rickshaws or plots of land, or establish small
businesses. Most are able to stop the cycle of
poverty, improve their living conditions, and pro-
vide for their children’s education.

In recent years, governments have followed
the lead of NGOs in promoting small-scale, sus-
tainable projects that are appropriate to the local
environment and that can be maintained locally:
Wells with simple pumps replace irrigation pro-
jects, tools are made from local or recycled ma-
terials, and local people are given the means to
sustain their own development initiatives.

The amount Canada contributes to foreign
aid has been decreasing for the past two decades.

Figure 14-30 This women's weaving cooperative in
Banaue, Ifugao Province, Philippines was started with
a grant and loan from a local development agency.
Members pay a small annual fee, which goes
towards the purchase of yarn. The weavers sell their
products through local craft shops to tourists. To
generate income in the months when there are few
tourists, the co-op buys and sells rice. Membership in
the co-op also entitles the weavers to small, low-

interest loans.

364 Unit [11 © Geography and Global Issues

The Canadian government in 1984 pledgeq 0
reach the U.N. aid target of 0.7 per cent of CDp
by the year 2000. Since then, cutbacks in feder,
gévernment programs have affected foreign aid
contributions. By 1998, Canadian developmen,
assistance had reached a thirty-year low, dr”PPing
t0 0.27 per cent of GDP.

1. In an organizer, list the types of aid Canada sends
to developed countries and comment on the prog
and cons of each type of aid.

2. With a partner, make a list of the top three priorities
Canada should follow in distributing aid to the de-
veloping world. Support each of your choices.

3. Make a list of reasons for and against a proposal to
increase the amount of aid Canada gives to devel-
oping countries.

4. Organize a debate on the topic: Resolved—Funding
NGOs is the most effective way to get aid to the de-
veloping world.

Global Problems, Local
Solutions

It is clear that poverty is at the root of problems in
the developing world. Women and children in par-
ticular are trapped in a cycle of poverty. High birth
rates, high infant mortality rates, low levels of lit-
eracy, high instances of disease, and other prob-
lems are all linked. Too many of the world's people
are still malnourished, in poor health, poorly
housed, and without a secure economic future.
An improvement in the status of women has been
shown to reduce fertility and improve children’s
health.

Billions of dollars in aid have been spent in
developing countries, much of it without improv-
ing conditions for the poor. Dictators or local elites
are often the winners in the aid sweepstakes. The
most successful forms of aid have come from pro”
grams that consult the local people and listen t0
their suggestions, giving the help of outside don®r
agencies if required.
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ieh NISEIaSEIG: S the developed world sends

money it is only temporary. Send tools and technol-
ogy and we will solve our own problems.” In a group,
brainstorm a mind map that shows the tools and
technology that would be most useful in solving the
developmental problems common to African coun-
tries.

ire the Issue:

The United Nations, International Monetary Fund,
World Bank, and Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development have set a goal of
cutting in half extreme poverty in the world by 2015.
What steps do you think should be taken to achieve
this aim by:

a. these world financial institutions?

b. the developing countries?

¢. Canada?

. Almost 20 per cent of Canada’s children are esti-

mated to be living in poverty. With a partner, list in
order of priority five steps the government should
take to improve their standards of living. Display the
list, with appropriate artwork, in a poster.

. Role-play a conversation between a Canadian and a

person from one of the least developed countries
on the benefits of local development projects as op-
Posed to farge schemes.

the criteria Canada should use in deciding which

countries will receive Canadian assistance:

9.

In a group, develop a strategy to convince govern-
ments to divert 10 per cent of military spending to
development aid to developing countries.

Research and Communicate

10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Research the effects of a structural adjustment
program of the IMF. Report your findings to the
class.

Develop a brochure for distribution in your com-
munity describing the five most pressing problems
facing Africa, and indicating the international and
government agencies and NGOs that Canadians
could contact if they want information or wish to
send donations.

Have each member of your group choose a coun-
try from Figure 14-16 (page 352). Research natural
resources, demography, government, ways of mak-
ing a living, culture, and other factors in the coun
try that you feel may be relevant to explaining the
statistic. Compare your findings with others in the
group who have studied other countries. Compile
a list of factors that are common to most countries
where women's literacy rates are low.

Visit Craig Kielburger's Web site at
<www.freethechildren.org>. Suggest a class pro-
ject that could contribute in some way to the work
done by Craig and his supporters to help child
labourers,

Prepare a two-minute radio talk on the Human
Development Index. In particular, address the ques-
tion of why all but two of the bottom twenty-five
countries in the Human Development Index are in
Africa.

Use a two-column organizer to list the problems in
one of the developing countries shown in Figure
14-2 on page 342. In one column, list the problems
that come from within the country; in the other.
list the problems that have come from outside.

Make a poster that informs Canadians of the con-
nections between water and diseases in the trop-
ical world.

Chapter 14 1% Living Standards 365




